Tissue factor (coagulation factor III) is present in placental microvilli and cofractionates with microvilli membrane proteins.
We have demonstrated that tissue factor is present in preparations of placental microvilli. The similarity of the procoagulant activities of microvilli and placental homogenates indicate that tissue factor is neither deficient nor enriched in microvilli relative to the bulk of placental tissue. On the basis of solubility in Triton X-100 and ammonium sulphate, and its affinity for phenyl-Sepharose, microvilli tissue factor is indistinguishable from that in whole placental homogenates.